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Griffiss Institute Supports Executive Order 14307  

To Advance U.S. Leadership in Uncrewed Aerial Systems, BVLOS, and  

American-Made Defense Innovation 
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Rome, NY - The Griffiss Institute applauds the signing of Executive Order 14307, a bold and 

necessary step toward securing America’s leadership in the future of flight. This directive sets a 

clear national agenda to accelerate the safe and scalable integration of uncrewed aerial systems 

(UAS) into U.S. airspace. From advancing beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) operations to 

preparing for electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) vehicles, EO 14307 provides a strong 

foundation to grow the domestic drone industrial base and unlock transformative applications 

across sectors.  

At its heart, the Executive Order affirms what we already know to be true in the Mohawk Valley, 

American scientists and engineers are ready to help lead the way. 

Griffiss Institute manages the Innovare Advancement Center in Rome, NY, co-located with the 

New York UAS Test Site, one of just seven FAA designated UAS test sites, the only one based at a 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/11/2025-10814/unleashing-american-drone-dominance
https://www.griffissinstitute.org/who-we-are/
https://www.griffissinstitute.org/innovare-advancement-center/
https://oneidacountyny.gov/departments/airport/uas-test-site/
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towered airport with Class D airspace and access to Class A, C, E and G airspace above varied 

terrain, urban/rural, inland lakes, coastal and maritime areas. The site is operated by local tech 

firm AX Enterprize, a nationally recognized leader in UAS Traffic Management (UTM), BVLOS 

operations, and UAS safety systems.  

One of AX Enterprize’s flagship products is an extensible UTM capability originally developed in 

partnership with the FAA and NASA and further refined in partnership with the Air Force 

Research Laboratory. The cloud-based capability is data-aware and used to manage 

autonomous drone flights safely and at scale, enabling smarter, real-time decision-making in 

increasingly complex airspaces with manned and unmanned systems. 

"This Executive Order provides powerful momentum for the UAS ecosystem,” said Heather 

Hage, President and CEO of the Griffiss Institute. “It affirms the national significance of 

uncrewed systems and reinforces that the work taking place in Rome, NY is not only timely, but 

foundational to the future of American aviation.”  

The Order’s directives to launch eVTOL integration pilots, deploy AI tools for FAA waivers, and 

promote U.S. built platforms closely mirror efforts already underway within the Griffiss Institute 

ecosystem. 

“We’ve long believed that innovation needs to be backed by policy if we want to compete 

globally,” said Patricia Baskinger, co-founder of AX Enterprize and Chair of the Board at Griffiss 

Institute. “This Order brings urgency and structure to the work we’ve been doing for more than 

a decade, and we’re excited to contribute to this next chapter of national progress.” 

Recent reporting points to rising concerns over foreign-made drones and the vulnerability of 

U.S. airspace, highlighting urgent national security risks. Executive Order 14307’s emphasis on 

prioritizing domestic production, securing supply chains, and advancing airspace integration is 

an essential response to these threats. In that context, the Griffiss Institute, in partnership with 

AX Enterprize, AFRL/RI, and local leadership, is already delivering trusted, American-built 

solutions, spanning BVLOS operations, traffic management, and real-time airspace defense from 

the Innovare campus in Rome. 

As the Executive Order becomes action, Griffiss Institute stands ready to support 

implementation by: 

• Cultivating UAS Research and Development and connecting projects with the facilities, 

partners, and testing environments needed to validate and scale their advancements;  

https://axenterprize.com/
https://capy-news.net/2025/06/07/u-s-elevates-airspace-security-amid-rising-drone-threats/
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• Developing the UAS workforce pipeline, from STEM education to operational readiness 

and technical training; 

• Attracting and investing in startup companies pursuing UAS solutions for national 

security applications; 

• Accelerating public-private collaboration to bring secure, scalable drone technologies 

from lab to real-world deployment. 

### 

About Griffiss Institute 

Griffiss Institute is a 501c3 nonprofit organization based in Rome, NY, accelerating national 

security innovation through its three-pillar mission of Talent, Technology, and Venture 

Development. As the steward of the Innovare Advancement Center, an open, unclassified 

research and collaboration campus, Griffiss Institute fosters and drives partnerships across 

government, industry, and academia to advance dual-use technologies. Griffiss Institute is 

committed to strengthening national security through nontraditional STEM education, 

accelerated innovation, and the commercialization of emerging technologies, with a deep belief 

in American-made solutions by a resilient U.S. science and engineering workforce. 

About AX Enterprize 

AX Enterprize is a nationally recognized leader in systems integration, specializing in uncrewed 

aerial systems (UAS), advanced communications, mobile networking, and real-time data 

management. With deep-rooted software and hardware engineering expertise, AX Enterprise 

designs, develops, and deploys scalable solutions that meet complex operational requirements 

for government, defense, and commercial partners. From platform and payload design to 

dynamic airspace integration, the AX team delivers innovative, mission-ready technologies with 

a proven performance, precision, and reliability track record. Headquartered in Rome, NY, AX 

Enterprize operates the New York UAS Test Site and leads initiatives such as Project CLUE, 

advancing the safe and scalable integration of UAS into the national airspace. 
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